
1© Bond Assessment Papers, Nelson Thornes Ltd, 2008

Bond Sixth papers in English 12+–13+ years – Sample test

We found ourself seated at a small dinner party the other day, opposite a stranger 
of such singular appearance and manner, that he irresistibly attracted our attention.
 This was a fresh-coloured young gentleman, with as good a promise of light 
whisker as one might wish to see, and possessed of a very velvet-like, soft-looking 
countenance. We do not use the latter term invidiously, but merely to denote a  5

pair of smooth, plump, highly-coloured cheeks of capacious dimensions, and a 
mouth rather remarkable for the fresh hue of the lips than for any marked or striking 
expression it presented. His whole face was suffused with a crimson blush, and 
bore that downcast, timid, retiring look, which betokens a man ill at ease with himself.
 There was nothing in these symptoms to attract more than a passing remark,  10

but our attention had been originally drawn to the bashful young gentleman, on his 
first appearance in the drawing-room above-stairs, into which he was no sooner 
introduced, than making his way towards us who were standing in a window, and 
wholly neglecting several persons who warmly accosted him, he seized our hand 
with visible emotion, and pressed it with a convulsive grasp for a good couple of   15

minutes, after which he dived in a nervous manner across the room, oversetting in 
his way a fine little girl of six years and a quarter old – and shrouding himself behind 
some hangings, was seen no more, until the eagle eye of the hostess detecting him 
in his concealment, on the announcement of dinner, he was requested to pair off 
with a lively single lady, of two or three and thirty.  20

 This most flattering salutation from a perfect stranger, would have gratified us 
not a little as a token of his having held us in high respect, and for that reason 
been desirous of our acquaintance, if we had not suspected from the first, that the 
young gentleman, in making a desperate effort to get through the ceremony of 
introduction, had, in the bewilderment of his ideas, shaken hands with us at   25

random. This impression was fully confirmed by the subsequent behaviour of the 
bashful young gentleman in question, which we noted particularly, with the view of 
ascertaining whether we were right in our conjecture.
 The young gentleman seated himself at table with evident misgivings, and turning 
sharp round to pay attention to some observation of his loquacious neighbour,   30

overset his bread. There was nothing very bad in this, and if he had had the 
presence of mind to let it go, and say nothing about it, nobody but the man who 
had laid the cloth would have been a bit the wiser; but the young gentleman 
in various semi-successful attempts to prevent its fall, played with it a little, as 
gentlemen in the streets may be seen to do with their hats on a windy day, and then   35

giving the roll a smart rap in his anxiety to catch it, knocked it with great adroitness 
into a tureen of white soup at some distance, to the unspeakable terror and 
disturbance of a very amiable bald gentleman, who was dispensing the contents.  
We thought the bashful young gentleman would have gone off in an apoplectic fit, 
consequent upon the violent rush of blood to his face at the occurrence of this   40

catastrophe.
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 From this moment we perceived, in the phraseology of the fancy, that it was ‘all 
up’ with the bashful young gentleman, and so indeed it was. Several benevolent 
persons endeavoured to relieve his embarrassment by taking wine with him, but 
finding that it only augmented his sufferings, and that after mingling sherry,   45

champagne, hock, and moselle together, he applied the greater part of the mixture 
externally, instead of internally, they gradually dropped off, and left him to the 
exclusive care of the talkative lady, who, not noting the wildness of his eye, firmly 
believed she had secured a listener. He broke a glass or two in the course of the 
meal, and disappeared shortly afterwards; it is inferred that he went away in some   50

confusion, inasmuch as he left the house in another gentleman’s coat, and the 
footman’s hat.

From Sketches of Young Gentlemen by Charles Dickens

Answer these questions.

 1–2 Describe two traits highlighted by the narrator when he first describes the young 
gentleman that show that he is bashful.

  

  

  

 3 What did the young gentleman first do that drew the narrator’s attention to him?

  

  

 4 What did the young gentleman do after shaking hands with the narrator?

  

  

 5 How old was the young lady with whom the gentleman was paired off?

  

 6–8 Did the narrator know the young gentleman before the dinner party? Give two 
examples from the passage to support your answer.

  

  

  

  



3© Bond Assessment Papers, Nelson Thornes Ltd, 2008

 9 How does the bashful gentleman make the situation at dinner worse for himself?

  

 10 Who is the ‘man who had laid the cloth’ (lines 32–33)?

  

 11 To what does Dickens compare the young gentleman trying to catch the bread?

  

  

 12 What is meant by the phrase ‘upon the violent rush of blood to his face’ (line 40)?

  

 13 What is meant by the phrase ‘he applied the greater part of the mixture 
externally, instead of internally’ (lines 46–47)?

  

  

 14 How do we know that the young gentleman left hurriedly and in confusion?

  

  

 15 How do we know that this passage was written long ago?

  

  

 16–18 Did the evening improve or become worse for the young gentleman?

  Use two examples from the passage to support your answer.

  

  

   

    18 18
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Explain what these phrases mean.

 19 eagle eye (line 18)  

 20 pair off (line 19) 

 21 ill at ease (line 9)  

 22 What is meant by the phrase ‘Several benevolent persons endeavoured to 
relieve his embarrassment by taking wine with him’ (lines 43–44)?

  

  

What do these words mean?

 23 hue (line 7)  

 24 timid (line 9)  

 25–27 In your own words, rephrase the situation when the young gentleman was left to 
the ‘exclusive care of the talkative lady, who, not noting the wildness of his eye, 
firmly believed she had secured a listener’ (lines 48–49).

  

  

   

   

Write a homophone for each of these words by adding a silent letter.

 28 find   29 isle  

 30 mind  31 morning  

 32 tic  33 wine  

 34 cast  35 gild  

 4 4

 2 2

 3 3

 E 2 E 2

 8 8
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Write an adjective based on each of these nouns.

 36 doubt  

 37 emotion  

 38 wood  

 39 value  

 40 wonder 

Write the word class of each word in bold.

 41 The children like to play in the garden. 

 42 We watched the play from the balcony. 

 43 “Please raise your glasses and toast the newlyweds!” 

 44  “May I please have another piece of toast?” 

Complete each word with ‘ary’ or ‘ery’.

 45 diction   46 bak

 47 nurs   48 extraordin

 49 bound

Write these as adjectives which end in the suffix ‘able’.

 50 suitable or ready for use; accessible  

 51 wanted, especially strongly  

 52 wretchedly unhappy  

 53 something that seems possible, real or true 

 54 something likely to happen or be the case  

 D 6 D 6

 5 5

 D 6 D 6

 4 4

 E 2 E 2

 5 5

 D 6 D 6

 E 2 E 2

 5 5
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Find an antonym in the comprehension passage on pages 1–2 for each of these words.

 55 comment  

 56 ignoring  

 57 flawless  

 58 efforts  

 59 vanished  

Write a ‘pro’ word for each of these clues.

 60 an unwelcome situation needing to be dealt with  

 61 biased or misleading information  

 62 a series of steps towards achieving a particular end  

 63 to keep safe from harm  

 64 evidence establishing a fact or the truth  

Explain what these expressions mean.

 65 to pull strings 

 66 to pull out all the stops 

 67 to pull the wool over one’s eyes 

 68 to pull one’s weight  

 69 to pull one’s leg 

Add the missing hyphen in each sentence.

 70 The athlete gained self confidence when he won the first race.

 71 The mother gave her daughter a good night kiss.

 72 For my birthday my aunt gave me a ten pound book token.

 73 Unfortunately for the crowd, it was a low scoring match.

 74 Two thirds of the class voted to raise money for a charity to help unwanted 
animals.

 D 9 D 9

 5 5

 E 2 E 2

 5 5

 5 5

 D 5 D 5

 E 2 E 2

 5 5
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Write an antonym for each word by adding a prefix.

 75 appear  

 76 fair  

 77 behave 

 78 frequent 

 79 approve 

 80 perfect 

Fill the gaps to complete the spelling of each word.

 81 fi rce 82 stomac

 83 embarras  84 ce ling

 85 inter upt 86 sep rate

 87 perm nent 88 origin l

 89 murm r  90 prep ration

Write a phrase to explain the meaning of these words.

 91 imply 

 92 import  

 93 impose 

 94 impostor 

 95 impress  

Circle the unstressed vowels in each word.

 96 miniature 97 company

 98 boundary 99 poisonous

 100 family

100Now go to the Progress Chart to record your score!Now go to the Progress Chart to record your score!  Total

 D 9 D 9

 E 2 E 2

 6 6

 E 2 E 2

 10 10

 E 2 E 2

 5 5

 E 2 E 2

 5 5
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Key words
Some special words are used in this sample test paper. You will find them in bold each 
time they appear in the paper. These words are explained here.

adjective a word that describes somebody or something
antonym a word with a meaning opposite to another word  hot – cold
expression a particular phrase or set used to express something
homophone a word that has the same sound as another but a different 

meaning or spelling  right/write
noun a word for somebody or something
phrase a group of words that act as a unit
prefix a group of letters added to the beginning of a word  un, dis
suffix a group of letters added to the end of a word  ly, ful
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Some questions will be answered in the children’s own 
words. Answers to these questions are given in italics. Any 
answers that seem to be in line with these should be marked 
correct.

 1–2 He blushed; he had a downcast, timid and retiring 
look; he was ill at ease with himself.

 3  He came towards him and roughly shook his hand for 
a couple of minutes, ignoring other people on his way 
over.

 4  He raced across the room almost knocking over a 
little girl.

 5 thirty-two or thirty-three
 6–8 No, he did not. This is shown when the narrator 

describes the young gentleman as ‘a stranger’ as well 
as when he says that the young gentleman shook 
hands with him at random; he was never named by 
the narrator which he probably would have been 
had the narrator known him; he is described by the 
narrator in a detailed and curious way that one would 
use to describe a person seen for the first time.

 9 He tries to stop the bread roll from falling and in doing 
so knocks it into the soup.

 10 the servant who set the table
 11 gentlemen who play with their hats on windy days
 12  he blushed
 13 he spilled more on the outside of him than he 

managed to drink
 14 He took someone else’s coat and hat.
 15 The way the situation is described and the language 

used is how people wrote and spoke long ago, rather 
than how people speak today.

 16–18 The evening became worse for the young gentleman. 
At first, he just shook hands with people he didn’t 
really know, but as the evening wore on he then 
ended up tossing his bread roll into the soup in 
front of everyone. By then people were aware of his 
discomfort and tried to help him but it didn’t help as 
he then spilled his drink, broke some glasses and 
then left with other people’s clothes.

 19 eagle eye – the ability to notice things or to be good 
at spotting things

 20 pair off – to form a pair with someone
 21 ill at ease – uncomfortable, anxious or unsure
 22 Several kind people tried to help him feel less 

embarrassed by having a glass of wine with him.
 23 hue – colour, the lightness or strength of a colour
 24 timid – shy; nervous; unconfident
 25–27 The young gentleman was left on his own with a 

woman who talked a lot. The woman took the young 
gentleman’s staring at her with wide eyes as a sign 
that he was concentrating and eagerly listening to her, 
rather than that he was feeling panicky and scared.

 28 fined
 29 aisle
 30 mined

 31 mourning
 32 tick
 33 whine
 34 caste
 35 guild
 36 doubtful
 37 emotional, emotionless
 38 wooden, wooded
 39 valuable, valueless
 40 wonderful, wondering
 41 verb
 42 noun
 43 verb
 44 noun
 45 dictionary
 46 bakery
 47 nursery
 48 extraordinary
 49 boundary
 50 available
 51 desirable
 52 miserable
 53 believable
 54 probable, predictable
 55 remark
 56 neglecting
 57 perfect
 58 attempts
 59 disappeared
 60 problem
 61 propaganda
 62 process
 63 protect
 64 proof
 65 to use one’s influence
 66 to try one’s hardest, to make every possible effort
 67 to deceive someone, especially by giving misleading 

information
 68 to do one’s share, especially in a group effort
 69 to tease or to make fun of someone
 70 self-confidence
 71  good-night
 72 ten-pound
 73 low-scoring
 74 two-thirds
 75 disappear
 76 unfair
 77 misbehave
 78 infrequent
 79 disapprove
 80 imperfect
 81 fierce
 82 stomach
 83 embarrass
 84 ceiling
 85 interrupt

Bond Sixth papers in English 12+–13+ years – Answers to sample test
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 86 separate
 87 permanent
 88 original
 89 murmur
 90  preparation
 91 to suggest something without saying it directly
 92  to bring in products from another country; a product 

brought in from another country; importance; 
significance

 93  to force something; to expect someone to do 
something when it isn’t convenient for them

 94  a person who pretends to be someone else in order 
to deceive other people

 95 to make people admire or respect you 
 96  miniature
 97  company
 98  boundary
 99  poisonous
 100  family
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Next Steps Planner …

Step 1 Go over your mistakes.
■ Go over any wrong answers and try the questions again.

■ Use How to do … 11+ English to help with any question types you find 
difficult. 

Step 2 Do more practice.

If you got more than 85% …

Either:

Use Bond Assessment Papers: Sixth papers in English to reinforce and expand 
your English skills at this level. 

Or:

Try some mock test papers for realistic exam practice. The 11+ test papers can 
be used to help refresh your exam skills. 

If you got 50-85% …

We suggest that you do lots more practice at this level to help improve your 
scores. Bond Assessment Papers: Sixth papers in English includes a wider 
variety of questions than are included in the sample paper and will help to 
strengthen your English skills. 

Make sure you keep going back over any wrong answers and use How to do 
… 11+ English to help with any question types you find difficult.

If you got less than 50% …

We suggest that you try some fifth level books to build up your English skills; 
Bond Assessment Papers: Fifth papers in English and Bond Assessment 
Papers: More fifth papers in English. Keep going back over questions that 
puzzle you, using the strategies in How to do … 11+ English to help you, then 
come back to the sixth level book. 


