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Bond Starter papers in English 6–7 years – Sample test

Penguins on Ice

Every penguin’s mum
can toboggan on her tum.
She can only do that
as she’s fluffy and fat:

It must be nice
to live on ice.

Every penguin’s dad
is happy and glad.
He can slip and slide
and swim and glide:

It must be nice
to live on ice.

All penguin chicks
do slippery tricks.
They waddle and fall
but don’t mind at all:

It must be nice
to live on ice.

by Celia Warren
‘Penguins on Ice’, first published in Wacky Wild Animals, ed. Brian Moses, 

Macmillan Children’s Books (2000)

Underline the right answers.

 1 Which penguins slip and slide on the ice?

  (mums, dads, chicks)

 2 What do penguin chicks do on the ice?

  (toboggan, swim, tricks)

Answer these questions.

 3 Find a word in the poem that rhymes with slide.

  

 2 2
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 4 Why do you think it is nice for penguins to live on ice?

  

  

Read these sentences. Write whether they happened in the past or 
are happening in the present.

 5 Jake threw the ball. 

 6 Amy is writing a story. 

 7 Matilda is eating her breakfast. 

 8 Todd slipped on the ice. 

Copy these sentences and add the missing capital letters.

 9 the children enjoyed riding the horses.

  

  

 10 the dog ran in the park.

  

  

Underline the proper noun in each sentence.

 11 My cat’s name is Jingles.

 12 We are going to Scotland on holiday.

Write two words ending in ss or ll.

 13–14 ss   

 15–16 ll   

Write a synonym for each word.

 17 giggle  19 unhappy 

 18 tiny  20 tall 

20Now go to the Progress Chart to record your score!Now go to the Progress Chart to record your score!  Total

 2 2

 4 4

 2 2

 2 2

 4 4

 4 4
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Key words
Some special words are used in this sample test paper. You will find 
them in bold each time they appear in the paper. These words are 
explained here.

past tense something that has already happened
present tense something happening now
proper noun the name of a person, place, etc. Ben
synonym a word with a very similar meaning to another 

word quick – fast
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Some questions will be answered in 
the children’s own words. Answers to 
these questions are given in italics. 
Any answers that seem to be in line 
with these should be marked correct.

 1 dads
 2 tricks
 3 glide
 4 There are many fun things 

penguins can do on the ice, such 
as sliding.

 5 past
 6 present

 7 present
 8 past
 9 The children enjoyed riding the 

horses. 
 10 The dog ran in the park. 
 11 My cat’s name is Jingles.
 12 We are going to Scotland on 

holiday.
 13–14 hiss, kiss, miss, pass
 15–16 fill, ball, wall, bell
 17 laugh
 18 small
 19 sad
 20 high

Bond Starter papers in English 5–6 years – Answers to sample test



Progress Chart  Starter papers in English
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Next Steps …
Now that you’ve finished this sample test paper, it’s a good time to see how 
you did.

Here’s a simple plan to help you improve your score.

Step 1 Look back at your progress chart.
■ How did you do? Did you colour a long way up the chart?

■ Now is a good time to go over any incorrect answers and try those 
questions again.

Step 2 Do more practice.

If you would like your score to be higher …

We suggest that you do more practice at the level of this sample test paper. 
Use Bond Assessment Papers: Starter papers in English to help build up your 
English skills. 

Bond No Nonsense English 6-7 years provides lots of practice and explains all 
the main areas of English, plus there’s a free website with even more practice 
material. 

If you did well on this test …

Either: 

Use Bond Assessment Papers: Starter papers in English to reinforce your 
English skills at this level. The test papers in this book include a wider variety 
of questions than are included in the sample paper.

Or:

If you feel confident, go on to Bond Assessment Papers: First papers in English 
for practice at the next level up. 

Bond No Nonsense English 7-8 years will also help you to take your English 
skills further. 


